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Good morning. I would first like to start by sending
Secretary Curry’s regrets for not being able to be here
this morning. Unfortunately, he was called away by
the governor for a meeting this morning. In the last
year or so in this position, his misfortune has always
been my gain because I get to attend great conferences
or workshops or talk to a lot of really neat people who
are working on incredible and wonderful projects in
New Mexico. I say that as a New Mexican. When we
talk about water quality and the things that all of the
people especially in this room and throughout the state
are involved in, we are talking about incredibly great,
wonderfully good things because we are focusing on

water. We talk about a sustainable water resource for
our state and maintaining that sustainability. We must
look at water quality as well as water quantity.

I was thinking about pinch-hitting for Ron this
morning, and I was able to get his talking points about
half an hour before the presentation. I want to say that
working in the Environment Department has been a
great experience. We have such a great staff who are
very committed and dedicated to what they do. All of
the points that I am going to bring up today I feel very
comfortable talking about because we have been
working on them for a long time.
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When we talk about quality and quantity, it made
me think about the Bundy show called “Married with
Children.” You have love and marriage, and you cannot
have one without the other. That is kind of what we
are talking about here, a loving marriage. We cannot
have quantity without quality. Sometimes you can have
problems. Sometimes it entails funds. Sometimes you
have to deal with it. But you definitely cannot have
one without the other.

On numerous issues and situations, the
Environment Department embraces the opportunity to

work with Secretary
D’Antonio and the
Office of the State
Engineer. In many
more programs we are
trying to strengthen the
coordination between
water quality and
water quantity. We
look at those issues
because we know it is
going to benefit New
Mexico in the long
run. We definitely
have to look at one and
not without looking at
the other.

The majority of the New Mexico Environment
Department’s (NMED) programs have focused on
water quality. The governor has proclaimed 2007 as
the “Year of Water” for the legislative session. We are
looking to see what we can do in terms of water quality
and water quantity in 2007. Every year is the “Year of
Water” at the NMED, because the majority of the
programs that we work on focus on water quality or
the remediation, clean up, and identification of
groundwater contamination.

For example, the NMED is in charge of the liquid
waste program, which includes all of the septic systems
throughout the state. Most of you have heard
presentations before that indicate that almost 90
percent of our groundwater contamination in the state
is caused by leaking, improper, or unpermitted septic
systems. When we look at the new regulations we have
passed, we are looking at residential contributions to
groundwater contamination.

The NMED also has the superfund oversight
program. We have plus or minus ten superfund sites
in the state. We focus a large amount of our time on

superfund sites. We have a staff that is dedicated to
working on and coordinating with the EPA to address
those areas.

Our groundwater pollution prevention program is
our permitting section. Our discharge permits come
out of the Groundwater Bureau. We have about 900
discharge permits in the state. Not only are we looking
at cleanup and remediation, but through permitting
and addressing these discharges before they happen,
we are focusing on prevention.

Our remediation oversight program is a voluntary
remediation program. We look at soil cleanup and how
it affects and impacts groundwater. We have a strong
program. Our monitoring environmental compliance
section works with all of the hard rock mines in the
state. These mines are located in Silver City and Questa
primarily. Mining, as we all know, is of great economic
benefit. In terms of economic benefit in New Mexico,
I think we need to recognize how to balance New
Mexico’s future in economic development and
environmental protection. How do we make sure that
in sustaining economic development that we are going
to sustain environmental protection as well?

Our Hazardous Waste Bureau is very busy also
with groundwater contamination and protection. They
provide permits to all of the hazardous waste facilities
and landfills, although New Mexico currently does
not have any. We issued one permit, but the facility
was never constructed. Bureau staff also conducts a
lot of inspections making sure that treatment source
disposal facilities in the state are focused on
groundwater protection. They also have a very strong
involvement with our national laboratories. They work
on permitting at Los Alamos National Laboratory,
Sandia National Laboratories, and all other federal
facilities in the state, such as the Department of
Defense, and our consensual reserve cleanup orders
in Los Alamos. Groundwater cleanup in Los Alamos
is a very important focus of our Hazardous Waste
Bureau.

Our Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau looks at the
underground storage tanks in relation to groundwater
protection. Our Solid Waste Bureau looks at cities,
municipal landfills, and private landfills. We permit
all of those facilities in the state. We definitely have a
very strong focus on groundwater protection.

We currently are working on some programs with
the Office of the State Engineer. A really strong
partnership is the Middle Rio Grande Collaborative
Effort. We also work with the Bureau of Reclamation,
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the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, and the
City of Albuquerque. Many other partners are working
on this effort. We recognize the need to provide a water
quality perspective in interagency forms so that we
can partner and strengthen our relationships and focus
on water efforts.

The long-term monitoring assessment
interpretation documentation of water quality in the
Rio Grande is evidence of the success of collaborative
programs to protect and invest in water-wise resources
that serve so many needs including our drinking water
supply. When we talk about our drinking water supply,
we must focus on water quantity, water quality, and
access to a drinking water supply. We cannot work on
water programs without looking at drinking water.

One of the other programs that we are working on
is the Gila River Collaborative Effort. Our Surface
Water Quality Bureau provides water quality support
to the Interstate Stream Commission (ISC) on priority
water projects. Our role in this type of project is to
provide input on water quality and potential aquatic
ecosystem impacts of project activities. In our
partnership with the ISC and the Office of the State
Engineer, we have technical expertise and scientists
who work in the Environment Department in those
areas. We work very closely with them.

As Secretary D’Antonio mentioned, we have a
Lower Rio Grande Initiative on salinity control and
on developing a water quality assessment in that area
that assists the Office of the State Engineer in what
they are doing on the Lower Rio Grande. We work on
the interstream flow strategic water reserve. We are
considering ways that water quality and quantity issues
can be coordinated to address current and future stream
impairments. We definitely need to look at the future.

ISC is exploring the potential for creating a
strategic water reserve in order to assist New Mexico
in its ability to make compact deliveries and manage
efforts to protect endangered species and avoid
additional listings. Reduced flows contribute to the
degradation of the state’s water quality, and the
strategic water reserve could have a corollary benefit
by reducing the number of stream impairments that
are caused in part by drought and low-flow conditions.

The Environment Department is also working on
building and strengthening other relationships. We
have made presentations to many organizations
throughout the state. What I continually hear is that
we have many incredible, wonderful things going on
in the area of water, but we do not have a lot of

coordination and communication. Many organizations
are collaborating with each other. But when you are
considering the state as a whole, you cannot look at
one area of the state without looking at the north, or
the south, or the east, or the west. I think that one
thing that the Environment Department can do, and I
know Marcy is going to talk a little bit more on our
water quality goals, is to figure out how to bring all
the organizations
together. This may
be through an e-
mail listserve
describing pro-
jects that will
allow us to bring
together people
from different
areas with a focus
on water quality as
well as water
quantity.

The NPDES
program is an
example of a
program where we are working on relationships and
getting information to each other. About two years ago,
the state undertook an effort to take over primacy for
the NPDES, the national pollutant discharge
elimination system. Through that process we
developed and created a working group that included
all interests. We had industry, environmental groups,
public interests, and other state agencies involved. We
talked about what the delegation from the EPA would
mean for the state and how it would affect the people
who would be regulated. Through that work group we
have realized that we need to take the time necessary
to listen to everybody and get all of the concerns and
issues on the table and then address them. It may be
that we agree to disagree. Industry or special interest
groups may have a whole other point of reference than
the environmental groups or the Environment
Department. Unless we sit down and talk about these
issues, we will never be able to come to any kind of
resolution so that we can move forward.

That being said, the NMED has considered going
to the 2007 legislative session with this statutory
delegation or request for the legislature. We realize
that we still have work to do. We continue to have
information that needs to be shared and discussed. The
devil is always in the details. If we do not work through

If we do not focus on
water quantity, water
quality, and enviro-
nmental protection
generally and water
sustainability, economic
development and business
really only mean
something in the short-
term, not in the long-term.
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those as best we can, then we are not going to move
forward on a better program for the state. By looking
at those relationships and how we can talk to each
other, we have decided we need a little more time. We
will not be pushing that legislation this year.

Before I turn the podium over to Marcy Leavitt to
talk about some of our water quality goals, I would
like to say some things from a personal perspective of
working at the NMED. I am a native New Mexican. I
was born and raised here. I guess we stop counting
after several generations, but our forefathers and
ancestors and all people who live in New Mexico
whether it’s been for a hundred years, a thousand years,
or just two years, have the same goal. If we do not
focus on water quantity, water quality, and
environmental protection generally and water
sustainability, economic development and business
really only mean something in the short-term, not in
the long-term. I really appreciate the opportunity to
be at the Environment Department for the last three
years. I kind of grew up in the garbage business. I am
the resident garbage lady as I say, having managed
the Solid Waste Department in Santa Fe for about eight
years. It is really interesting because it gives you such
a broad perspective. In the Environment Department,
what we do reaches every single person’s life in the
state. Our agency, and Secretary D’Antonio’s agency,
and many other state agencies do this as public
servants. We reach out to New Mexicans. We are doing
incredibly, wonderfully, really good things. We need
to call you all to the table and listen to you, what your
concerns and your issues are, so that we can address
them in a comprehensive and collaborative way. I want
to thank you all and congratulate you for the work
that you do in water quality and water quantity in New
Mexico.

Question: What types of legislation might the governor
be considering for the Bureau of Water?

Cindy: From the Environment Department
perspective, we have a couple of different bills that
we have presented to the governor’s office. We need
to talk about coordination for the legislative session.
One of the things that the governor’s office is going
to be doing and that we need to do is to meet with
other state agencies so that we look at all of the
different considerations and the projects they are
proposing.

The governor convened a community water
conversation; he actually has done several, but I
attended only one of them. It brought together a lot of
different people with water agendas, and it focused
on what kind of bold initiatives we should consider as
a state, doing something that is different. We have been
involved in a lot of programs for a long time focusing
on quantity and quality. I think Governor Richardson
is now trying to have a more concerted, coordinated
effort in terms of the legislation on quantity and what
it means to the legislation on quality.

One of the pieces that
we are going to be
considering is a hazardous
waste act, amendments that
would give us authori-
zation to impose criminal
penalties for illegal
disposal of used oil. Right
now that is part of the
hazardous waste program
that we do not have
primacy for from EPA
because we do not have
criminal penalties. It is a
small piece of legislation.

We will be looking at some funding bills in terms
of the state revolving loan fund and hopefully creating
an indigent fund. Fines collected from illegal disposal
or septic systems would go into a fund that would help
people come into compliance if they cannot afford
things like septic tank replacements or upgrades. We
are going to be working with the governor’s office to
coordinate that agenda for the legislation.

Some other legislation that is not necessarily a
part of the governor’s “Year of Water” proposals
includes legislation that will be coming from industry
groups. They are going to be putting it in under the
title of Regulatory Justice, including ten statutes and
one memorial. Those look at the permitting processes,
public participation processes, and how all of the state
agencies either work together or do not work together.
I cannot tell you a whole lot more about these
initiatives, but we have received copies of those bills,
and we will be looking at them. It might be something
that you will want to get a handle on or look at for
what they will mean to not only state agencies but
your organizations.

Fines collected from
illegal disposal or
septic systems would
go into a fund that
would help people
come into compliance
if they cannot afford
things like septic tank
replacements or
upgrades.


