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We are in the data compilation phase of
this project. The interpretation of
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complicated by the irregular spatial and

temporal distribution of the data and STEP 2- Possibilities: Mimbres, Estancia, Tularosa, Roswell

New Mexico's complex geology. In some . . . , , , ,
regions, our study hlzghliihts dg;;a gaps Selection of basins/ regions and data Work of this nature has been done in some regions of Regions for contouring will be selected based on density of

where future work is needed, Documenting New Mexico, but not across the entire state, in part well locations, frqquency of measurements and geology.
because of the localized data coverage (see Step 1). Across New Mexico, wells are completed 1n different
Based on the data available in New Mexico, with geologic formations. All formations do not have the same
large regions lacking data, a statewide contour map  hydrologic properties. Contoured data need to be from
would have serious limitations. Work by the USGS,  Wwells within the same formation.
such as 1n the Albuquerque Basin (Falk et al., 2011), | T
the upper Hondo Basin (Donohoe, 2004; Darr et al., \ &
2014), and 1n eastern New Mexico (Tillery, 2008),
7 Albug g ] has shown water-level changes from pre-develop-
Colorado - 1 R Estgnma .
s 2 SR | SO0 pd P I FBaSIeY | ] ) - ment to recent conditions. USGS also produced
e S 1 b Sanier Dol o TWER ), G < R i el i P o BV water-level and groundwater storage change maps
" Y | | g4 . S R @, ’ for the entire High Plains Aquifer (McGuire, 2013),
wciey St 1t MIGUEL""f\L_ 2 = 7 s S0k 5 of ) and maintains a High Plains web site (ne.water.usgs.
T oy il = Ly | 3 e | ; 60 o B gov/ogw/hpwlms). Efforts at the NMBGMR on
cmous e~ i . R sin , TElnde . Jtamane ME died regional hydrogeologic studies have produced a
OEBACA | NS g . . P S S S e TRt £ .y variety of water-level change maps (1.e. Rawling,

Lag=c)
; %_}CORRO == 4

Q. "RY e AW NS S R 0 Wi n, B0 2013; Timmons, 2013; Newton et al., 2012). Taken MRS e comngat

zIMEX Lo o0
w
4

1

E
H
' M
Roswell

TN | v AR together, these studies cover only small portions of ' jRENX L€ @
— 3 L‘:\_& i [ =8 | — Blue shaded areas are possible 2 33 i ——d the State and may represent different time periods Mimbres Basin example. Selection of Mimbres Basin has a relatively uncom-

=¥ = it e ) , | =i regions of study; purple shaded areas Well point locations colored by completion and so are not always directly comparable. 286 well locations, with 7859 water-level pIicatefi geology. Most.wells are com-
ILase v e oo 1 4 i | have similar projects done by USGS formation. Black points =no geo|ogy selected. measurements. pleted in alluvial materials (yeIIow un|t).

changes in groundwater-levels can identify
areas where water-quality changes may
be imminent, may help initiate additional
water conservation efforts, and provides

In most cases, groundwater follows the geology. It does the State with a useful tool for groundwa-

not see the administrative boundaries that we have, such . .
as land ownership, state, county or national boundaries. ter quantity and quality management.
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