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Preserving Western Agricultural Water Use Against 
New Demands
Dan Keppen, Family Farm Alliance

Dan Keppen is Executive Director for the Family Farm Alliance, a non-profit association 
that advocates for family farmers, ranchers, irrigation districts and allied industries 
in 17 Western States. He has 27 years of experience in water resources engineering 
and policy matters. Since the mid-1990s, Dan has worked primarily in advocacy 
positions representing Western irrigators, including over three years as executive 
director of the Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA), where he was intimately 
involved with one of the most contentious water crises in the West. He served a 
one-year assignment as special assistant to the Bureau of Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific 
Regional Director. Prior to that time, Dan was a water resources engineer for Tehama 
County, California and a water resources engineering consultant in the Portland, 
Oregon area.

Dan received his MS in civil engineering (water resources) from Oregon State 
University and his BS in petroleum engineering from the University of Wyoming. He is a Registered Professional Civil 
Engineer in California and a past Civil Engineer and Certified Water Rights Examiner in Oregon. He has testified before 
Congressional environmental and water committees 16 times on water resources, environmental and climate change 
matters. In his decade at the Alliance, the organization has been asked to testify before Congress 50 times.

Dan lives in Klamath Falls, Oregon and is the past president of the Klamath County (OREGON) Chamber of Commerce 
board of directors. He serves on the agricultural water conservation work group as part of the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
“Next Steps” phase of the Colorado River Basin Study process. He served three years on the national Irrigation Association 
and U.S. Water Alliance board of directors as well as dozens of other water and environmental committees throughout 
the Western U.S.

Figure 1. Introduction. This is a panel discussion session 
concerning the security of our food supply and what can 
be done to strengthen food system capacity to withstand 
shocks and stresses that could lead to disruption or 
shortfalls in the supply. 

Figure 2. About the Alliance.
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Figure 3. The economic importance of Western irrigated agriculture. 

Figure 4. Washington’s response to drought and clean drinking water. 
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Figure 5. Stressors to agricultural water. 

Figure 6. 2015 farm water drought impacts to California agriculture. 
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Figure 7. Central Valley project impacts. 

Figure 8. Death by two dozen regulatory cuts. 
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Figure 9. Response from delta smelt populations.

Figure 10. Regulatory drought: a picture is worth a thousand words. 
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Figure 11. Competing demands for the Colorado River 
Basin. 

Figure 12. Basin study projections. 

Figure 13. Basin study projections (Cont.). 

Figure 14. Basin study projections (Cont.). 

Figure 15. “Newbies” with different priorities. 
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Figure 16. Other western water “hot spots.”

Figure 17. What can be done?

Figure 18. What can be done (Cont.)?

Figure 19. What can be done (Cont.)?
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Figure 21. What can we do? 

Figure 20. Western Governors’ Association Endangered Species Act Initiative common 
themes. 
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Figure 23. Other ways to improve decision making. 

Figure 22. Underscore the Economic Significance of Agriculture. 
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Figure 24. The world food supply “GAP.” 

Figure 25. A new paradigm. Figure 26. Concerns. 
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Figure 27. Disconnects. 

Figure 28. Reactions.

Figure 29. Conclusions. 
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