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Tom Blaine, New Mexico State Engineer

Tom Blaine, P.E., is the New Mexico State Engineer and is well-versed in the critical 
water issues facing New Mexico, bringing a career of engineering experience in the 
private and public sectors to the Office of the State Engineer. Blaine recently held 
the position of director of the Environmental Health Division in the New Mexico 
Environment Department. Tom’s background includes extensive experience in civil 
and transportation engineering, with service to the City of Albuquerque as a senior 
civil engineer as well as to the State of New Mexico with both the Department of 
Transportation and the Office of the State Engineer, and in the private sector. Between 
his years of public service, Blaine also owned and operated his own engineering firm, 
focusing on surface and groundwater hydrology and water distribution systems. He 
holds a BS in engineering from New Mexico State University.

Figure 1. Introduction. Figure 2. 71% of the Earth’s surface is covered in water. 

Greg Ridgley, Office of the State Engineer

Gregory C. Ridgley is the General Counsel for the New Mexico Office of the State 
Engineer. During his eighteen years at the OSE he has worked to resolve water right 
claims and disputes with Indian Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations, federal agencies, 
local governments, acequias, irrigation and conservancy districts, and private 
parties. He graduated from Harvard University in 1984, and from the University of 
California, Hastings College of the Law in 1992. He is the youngest member of the 
Santa Fe Stamp Club.
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Figure 5. Water issues around the world. Figure 6. Global water issues.

Figure 7. Lack of water across continents. Figure 8. 1905 Proceedings of the Engineers of the 
Reclamation Service. 

Figure 3. Forms of water on Earth.  Figure 4. Water is life. 
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Figure 9. 1904 Proposed State Code of Water Laws.

Figure 10. What were they thinking? Figure 11. Adapting methods of surface water irrigation.

Figure 12. Engineers and surveyors, circa 1900. Figure 13. What happened in 1854?
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Figure 14. Invention of the windmill. 

Figure 15. Windmills were used to pump groundwater 
into irrigation reservoirs.

Figure 16. Windmills are not successful for large-scale 
irrigation. 
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Figure 17. Windmills changed the way we were thinking 
about water. 

Figure 18. The Territorial Water Code was adopted in 
1907. 

Figure 19. Eight Interstate Stream Compacts have been 
adopted since 1907.  

Figure 20. Groundwater statutes in the 1930s. Figure 21. Production of farm equipment. 

Figure 23. Irrigation efficiencies since 1907. Figure 22. Modernization of farm equipment. 
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Figure 24. Double cropping and cropping patterns. Figure 25. Case law. 

Figure 26. Conjunctive management of surface and groundwater. 
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Figure 27. Active Water Resource Management. 

Figure 28. Advancements due to Active Water Resource Management. 

Figure 30. Smarter every day. “Knowledge is not 
understanding.”

Figure 29. How Active Water Resource Management is 
used. 

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing is not to stop questioning.”

-Albert Einstein
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