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Figure 1. Introduction. Figure 2. Importance of future water supply. 
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Figure 3. Long-term trends in total precipitation are relatively uncertain. 

Figure 4. Temperature will continue to increase at a faster rate. 
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Figure 5. Temperature is increasing globally, as well as in New Mexico. 

Figure 6. Projections of 21st century runoff. 
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Figure 7. Projected population growth in New Mexico. 

Figure 8. New Mexico’s shrinking water supply. 

Figure 9. Morris Bien, Codifier of Western Water Law. 
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Figure 10. The doctrine of Prior Appropriation. Figure 11. Assessment of Prior Appropriation. 

Figure 12. Management during severe water shortage. 

Figure 13. How is water distribution actually managed? 

Figure 14. Where are we headed under current laws? 
Erosion of agricultural water rights.

Figure 15. Conversion of farmland to low-density 
housing.

Figure 16. Domination of water use by large urban 
centers.
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Figure 17. Loss of all riparian ecosystems. Figure 18. Loss of all riparian ecosystems (cont.).

Figure 19. Is it time to consider a new water code?

Figure 20. My thoughts. 

Figure 21. The costs of change. Figure 22. Formally recognizing that water is  
New Mexico’s limiting resource. 
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Figure 24. Maintain private rights to water diversion and 
make temporary transfers easier. 

Figure 23. Strengthening the principle that water is a 
resource owned by the public as a whole. 

Figure 25. Recognizing that water is New Mexico’s 
limiting resource. 

Figure 26. Recognizing that water supply may decline 
and make provisions for dealing with that. 
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Figure 29. Examples of new water codes. Figure 30. The role of scientists and engineers.

Figure 31. Conclusion. 


