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Reclamation Rural Water Act:
Southwestern Navajo Rural Water Supply Project & 
Solar Groundwater Desalination Research

Kevin Black and Mitch Haws, Bureau of Reclamation

Mitch Haws is a Water Agreements Planner with the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
Phoenix Area – Program Development Division.  He has worked for the Bureau of 
Reclamation for 29 years in various functions from materials engineering, grants 
and contracting, and for the past 10 years has been working in water resources 
development and planning.  Mitch received a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration and management from Grand Canyon University.

Mitch has been researching various water and energy issues as it relates to real 
concerns of the Bureau of Reclamation which includes:  The Moisture Balance 
Drought Index (formerly the Hydroclimatic Index); the energy and water nexus 
in Arizona; renewable energy for water transmission; and is now researching new 
techniques for using renewable energy for desalination in an off  grid sett ing.

Kevin Black Sr. is a Native American Aff airs Specialist with the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s Phoenix Area – Native American Aff airs Offi  ce. He has been with 
the Bureau of Reclamation for 27 years and 3 years as a contractor. Kevin received 
a bachelor’s degree in business management from the University of Phoenix and 
has complete graduate studies in water resource management at Arizona State 
University.
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PowerPoint Presentation
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htt p://wrri.nmsu.edu/publish/watcon/proc56/Black-Haws.pdf
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