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San Miguel County Demogr aphics EconomicTrends 1988 1998
Area 4,000sguaremiles Government Transfer
Elevaion 3,800-9,000 feet Payments 59.0% 38.0%
Population 28,490 (1995) (welfare20%, retirement 80%)
22,000 (1980) Farm 1.0% -
Higpanic 80% Manufecturing 3.8% 3.0%
Other 20% Retall 9.4% -
Educetion 68% high school diploma Government 25.3% 40.9%
16% collegedegree Commuting 1.2% 18.0%
Laborforce 11,761
Unemployment  7.0%
Annudincome  $15,291 per capita

$28,800medianfamily
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Water Systemsin San Miguel County

City of LasV egasPopulation 18,000
Surfacesupply:

GallinasWatershed (84 sg.mi.)

GalinasRiver 3100 acre-feetannually

Annual storageat Peterson Reservoir, Bradner
Reservoir and StorrieLake

Multi-mediafilter plant
10mil/gal/day capacity

Village of Pecos

Population

Water source
?acrefeetannually
water system

well and storagetank
digtributionsystem
not meteredflat rate

1,161
groundwater

Community Water User Associations

Thirty-fivevillagesand communitiesexistinSan
Miguel County. Groundwater provideswater for all
residentswithintheseareas. Most communitiesare
serviced by wellsand storagetanks. Distribution
mainsareinplaceinsomeareas. Many homesor
businessesinthesecommunitiesareservicedwith
privatewells.

Acequias

A total of over 100 designated acequiasexist within
SanMiguel County. Acequiasareusedtotransport
water through aseriesof ditchesor canalsfor use
by residentsfor domestic purposes, farmersfor
irrigation of field/cropsand ranchersfor watering of
livestock. Thishistoric useand distribution of water
continuesto takeplacetoday.
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Priority Water Issuesin San Miguel County

Surfacewater rights:

* litigationonappropriativeright off GalinasRiver

* stateengineer recognizescity possessing 2,600
acre-feet

* Cityannual river diversonis3,100 acre-feet

* maintainingwater servicetoexisting customers

Water Conservation

» ordinancesinplaceto set controls
* enforcement
* county-wide

Wastewater Re-Use

* irrigationgreenspace
* conserve230acre-feet domestic supply
» funding neededfor 2™ phase

VillageWater Systems

 35villagewater systems

* inadequateor undersized systems

* upgradesrequired

* training onadministration of water associations
* reoccurring revenuesources

Acequias

* higoricd

* inusetoday, domesticandagriculture

* respectandincludeacequiagroupsinfuture
water planning

Water Quantification of AvailableGround-
water in San Miguel County

Resdentid and commercia development:

* [-25cooridor, northfrom Pecosto LasVegas

* lack of technica information onquantity of
availablegroundwater

* present demandsimpacting exitingusers

* city limitedwater supplies

* local collaborationto obtainfundsto quantify
groundwater supply inhighdemand areas

* resultsmay contributetolocal shortagesof water




Water and Growth Issues
SanMiguel County

Additiona water supplies:

* shortagesof water supply for present usesincity
of LasVegas

* needtoincreasesurfacewater supply tomeet
existingdemandsand futuregrowth

* locd effortswith City toidentify avail ablefinancia
resources

* need assistancefrom Officeof the State Engineer,
legidators, and congressiona delegationon
funding

* involveNew MexicoHighlandsUniversity inthe
technical approachand grantswriting
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