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MEET THE SPEAKERS
SESSION III

Hoyt Pattison is a 20-year member of the New Mexico state legislature

representing the sixty-third district. He is the House minority floor
leader. He lives and farms north of Clovis on the farm his father
homesteaded. He is a member of several agricultural related
organizations including the advisory committee for the Plains Branch
Agricultural Experiment Station and the board for Water Incorporated. He
is an NMSU graduate.

Darrell W. Webber is the new regional director of the Bureau of

Reclamation, Southwest Region at Amarillo. He is responsible for
administering the development and conservation of water resources in all
or part of five southwestern states including New Mexico. In his 25
years with the bureau he has held several scientific and administrative
posts. He is a graduate of the University of Kansas.

Merle H. Niehaus is head of the agronomy department at NMSU. His

research background includes grass management and soybean breeding at
Ohio State University where he also was associate chairman of the
agronomy department. He is a member of the Council for Agricultural
Science and Technology, the American Society of Agronomy, the Crop
Science Society of America and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science. He holds degrees from Purdue University and
Oklahoma State University.

William R. Pearson is assistant chief of the planning division of the
Corps of Engineers, Southwestern Division Office in Dallas. In more than

20 years with the corps, he has served on several Washington-level water
policy task forces dealing with planning studies and water conservation
measures. He is a graduate of South Dakota State University and is a
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Society of
American Military Engineers and the American Water Resources Association.
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