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eTourism is world’s largest industry
and 2" largest industry in NM
generating $5.7 billion annually

eEcotourism is the fastest growing
segment of tourism industry

eQutdoor recreation injects billions
Into NM'’s economy playing a
substantial role in rural communities

Fishing, hunting and outdoor
recreation sustain 47,000 NM jobs




eSpecies richness per unit area of
freshwater habitat is greater than
marine or terrestrial habitats

Significant % of all wildlife in
Southwest use riparian habitat

«Of the 867 vertebrate speciesin
NM, 55% rely wholly or in part on
freshwater habitat for survival

*66% of NM’s Important Bird
Areas are located in freshwater
habitats
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eKey factors in attracting
business, retirees and
Investment income

eRestoration creates jobs,
and leverages federal and
private funding

eRestored rivers enhance
valuable ecosystem
services

© Ken Stinnett




eGenerate and maintain
biodiversity

Purify water

eRetain water and recharge
groundwater

«Buffer droughts

*Regulate flood peaks and flow
velocity

Broad Canyon Ranch

Cycle and move nutrients

*Genetic and biochemical
resources

eModerate weather extremes



Naturally resilient to
disturbance

Provide linear habitat
connectivity to aid
distributional shifts

*Provide thermal refugia
and favorable
microclimates that protect
biodiversity

TR
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eGreatest stressors: regulated river flows; channelization and invasive
species

e North American freshwater systems are losing species at rates
comparable to tropical rainforests

*55% of NM’s native fish species are threatened, endangered or extinct
«31% of NM'’s assessed stream miles do not meet water quality standards
«90% of NM’s original riparian forests no longer exist and 33% of NM'’s
original wetlands are lost



eMarket based
transactions

\Water conservation
program

eStrategic Water
Reserve

Rio Grande, Las Cruces, NM



Authority Geographic Water rights OSE approval Funding Target
reach holder of application dependant
for change of
use
Strategic Statewide NMISC with Yes Yes T&E and
Water Commission candidate
Reserve Approval species that are
aquatic or
NMSA Sec. 72- obligate riparian
14-3 species
OSE Approved Statewide Existing water No No Instream habitat
Water rights holders—
Conservation public, private,
Program corporate
NMSA Sec. 72-
5-28 (G)
Irrigation Southern Rio Any interested No, but Irrigation | Yes Both instream

District/Reclam
ation Project
Approved
Voluntary
Market
transactions

Administrative
policy

Grande and
other Chapt. 73
Article 10
irrigation
districts/
Reclamation
Projects

party—public,
private,
corporate

Bd. approval is
required

and streamside
habitat




eInception 2007

River Ecosystem Restoration Initiative

Annual appropriations totaling sezesss

$8 million

eFunded 47 community
supported restoration projects
eRestored 2,394 riparian acres
and 33 river miles in first two
years

Learn more at:
www.nmenv.state.nm.us’/
swqb/reri/




Natural Heritage
Conservation Act

Enacted In 2010, codified at
NMSA 75-10-1 et. al,

«$3.5 million awarded to
seven conservation
easements protecting
ecological, agricultural, scenic
and cultural values on 12,500
acres

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE ENVIROMHENT; EMACTING THE HATURAL HERITAGE
CONSERVATION ACT; FROVIDING POWERS AND DUTIES) CHEATIRG a
FUND; FROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF CONSERVATION AND
AGRICULTIURAL EASEMENTS AMD FOR RESTORATION PROJECTS;
FROBIBITING THE ACQUISITION OF EASEMENT INTERESTS OR OTHER
RIGHTS QF ACCESS THROUGH EHINENT DOMATH OR OTHER COMDEHNATION

FROCESS; HAETHG AN APFROFRIATION.

BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NHEW MENXICO:

Section 1. SHORTY TITLE.--This act may be cited as the
"Hatural Heritage Conservation Act®,

Section 2. PFURPOSE.--The purpose of the Natural
Hvufl.tq;o Conservation Act is to protect the stmte's natural
heritage, customs and culture by funding conservation and
agriculrural essements and by funding land restoratiom to
protect the land and water available for forests and
watersheds, natural areas, wildlife and wildiifs habitac,
agriculrural production on working farms and renches, ocutdoor
recreation and trails and land and habitar restoration and

manAgemEnt .



*R10 Grande Environmental
Management Program (2007)

*Rio0 Grande basin

eAuthorized up to $15 million
annually

for planning, construction and
monitoring of fish and wildlife
enhancement

for long-term monitoring, data
inventory and analysis, applied
research and adaptive
management

eAdministered by USACOE

PUBLIC LAW 110-114—NOV. 8, 2007 121 STAT. 1041

Public Law 110-114
110th Congress
An Act

To provide for the conservation and development of water and J_-t'lnbed resaurcns,
to authorize the Seeretary of the Army to construct various prajects for improve-
muents to rivers and harbors of the United States, and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHoRT TrLE.—This Act may be cited as the “Water
Resources Development Act of 20077,

ib) TaBLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act
ig ps follows:

SEC. 5068. RI0 GRANDE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGHAM,
COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, AND TEXAS.

114:.] DeEFINITIONS,—In this section, the following definitions

apply:

& (1) Rio GRANDE COMPACT.—The term “Rio Grande Compact”
means the compact approved by Congress under the Act of
May 31, 1939 (53 Stat. T856), and ratified by the States.

(2) R0 GRANDE BASIN.—The termn “Rio Grande Basin®
means the Rio Grande (including all tributaries and their head-
waters) located—

(A) in the State of Colorado, from the Rio Grande

Reservoir, near Creede, Colorado, to the New Mexico State

border;

(B) in the State of New Mexico, from the Colorado

State border downstream to the Texas State border; and

(C) in the State of Texas, from the New Mexico State
border to the southern terminus of the Rio Grande at
the Gulf of Mexico,

Mo, B, 2007
[H.R. 1485]

Water Roscurces
Dewolopment Act
all 2007

Intar-
povernmental
relutions.

33 USC 2201
nate,



*Regional water plan updates
*NM’s Water Cabinet
Water Trust Board

Middle Rio Grande flood reduction projects
e Secure Water Act

eIntegrated river basin management



|
ML
' D)

-

N’ LA




