
Group G 

 
Is There Interest in Re-establishing a New Mexico-

Texas Water Commission? 
 

Two Nations One Water: 
US-Mexico Border Water Summit 

 
April 25, 2019 

 
Moderator: Adrienne Widmer 
Participants: Conrad Keyes, John Shoemaker, Sam Fernald, Steven Hernandez, Kathleen 
Taylor, Angela Roberson, Mike Hightower 
 
 
 
What are the past experiences in the past of the commission? 
 
Formed the beginning of water planning in the 1980’s, in which EBID, El Paso 1 and Public 
Service Board came together for the purpose of surface water coordination. It eventually 
morphed into the Lower Rio Grande Water Users Organization that developed the regional 
water plan for both surface and groundwater. 
 
 
 

• Goes back to El Paso filing applications – 1980. Court case. Court of Appeals ordered 
mediation.  

• After 12 years and millions of dollars in litigation Judge Perez dismissed case, said to 
then mayor of El Paso Suzie Azar that city’s case improperly served NMSU, State 
Engineer, EBID. 

• Salopeks didn't want to give up water, but was willing to sit down and discuss how 
to better serve rio grande, make beneficial use of surface water, willing to work on 
regional water planning, but respecting each others rights 

• EBID and El Paso 1 districts collaborated with Public Service Board to meet mutual 
needs, how to better coordinate their efforts 

• WRRI took lead in bringing all other stakeholders together, and putting together 40 
year water plan, which became first step in ultimate regional water plan. Brought in 
surface and groundwater – mutual domestics, hatch, etc. 

• NM-Texas Water Commission evolved into Lower Rio Grande Water Users 
Organization because original commission couldn't act as a fiscal agent 

 
 
 



 
What has the commission accomplished? 
 
They formed a planning group that created the first regional water plan. This involved the 
irrigators as well as the city of El Paso. 
 
 
What would be the goals and objectives of the new commission? 
 
A body of the NM/Texas settlement entities will be a communications group to be a liaison 
for water planning that should be transboundary and binational to help provide water 
resources for New Meixico, Texas, and Mexico, for both traditional and non-traditional 
water. 
 
 

• Take a lead in trying to establish an agreement on brackish groundwater 
• To provide non-traditional water resources for Texas, NM, and Mexico within 

NADbank funding authority. 
• Possibly naming it the border desalination commission? 
• Create lobbying organization , should not be connected to any kind of agency, 

based on common interest, to lobby the important agencies and private 
industry and get acceptance of the goals 

• Equitable starts out with a forum where everyone has a chance to talk 
• Focus on arrangements rather than treaties 

o For example put a desal plant in Texas and one in Mexico, and show 
equal benefit and equal impact among both parties 

 
 
Can the commission do the water planning for the region?  
 
The commission would act as a liaison group, focused on communication to influence the 
movement for regional water planning, and should be transboundary and binational. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


