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Figure 1. Introduction. 

Abe Franklin works for the Surface Water Quality Bureau of the New Mexico 
Environment Department, where he manages the Watershed Protection Section, 
a technical team with offices in Santa Fe, Las Cruces, and Silver City. He and his 
section implement parts of New Mexico’s Nonpoint Source Management Program 
and Wetlands Program, working towards the protection and improvement of New 
Mexico’s aquatic resources using the framework of the Clean Water Act and state 
initiatives such as the River Stewardship Program.

Abe’s previous work experiences include project development and management 
within the Watershed Protection Section, remote sensing research and development 
for a small engineering company, marine fisheries observation on Alaskan factory 
trawlers, bicycle mechanics, and lab assistance in environmental microbiology and 
forestry. His degrees are in environmental biology from New Mexico Tech (B.S.) 
and natural resources management from the University of Nevada in Reno (M.S.), 
where he developed riparian vegetation mapping methods using high-resolution 
remote sensing.
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Figure 3. In practice. 

Figure 2. Legal authority. 
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Figure 4. Nonpoint source success stories on EPA’s website. 

Figure 5. Graph showing Comanche Creek regression lines: daily max temp (°C). 
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Figure 6. Graph showing bankfull width on Comanche Creek.

Figure 7. Comanche Creek Delisting. 
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