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Dennis M. Holmberg is Lea County Manager. He
was born in Pueblo, Colorado and grew up in
Albuquerque, where he attended high school, and
then went on to NMSU. He worked for the Las
Cruces newspaper and with NMSU’s Pan Am Center
as Assistant to the Director of Public Events. In
1979 he accepted a position as Comptroller with the
Pine Bluff Convention Center and Visitors Bureau,
the largest convention center in Arkansas. In 1994,
Dennisreturned to Lovington to work for the Lea
County Commission as Director of Facilitiesto

over see the Fairgrounds Complex and the comple-
tion of the Cultural Center. In 1995 he was pro-
moted to County Manager overseeing 250 county

employees.
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The Lea County Water Users Association
(LCWUA) hasrecently completed their regional
water plan which will be presented to the Interstate
Stream Commission (1SC) in December 2000. The
plan will have been completed intwo and ahalf years
with minimal funding from the | SC and the unani-
mous support of the municipalities. The LCWUA is
the only water planning regionin New Mexicothatis
strictly defined by political boundaries. Assuchwe
may haveit easier when it comesto implementation
of thevarious programs and projectsoutlined in the
water plan. All of themunicipalitiesinvolved have
already adopted the plan, they paid for the plan and
understand that their continued financial supportis
needed.

A major component of any water planisthe
proposed aternativesto help meet futuredemands.
The LCWUA water plan focuses on aternativesthat

will do oneof thefollowing:

s conservewater

» developadditional supplies

e improvewater infrastructure
increase or preserve water quality

All types of users of water were considered when
listing what alternatives could have the most impact.
Asan example, under the alternative of water
conservation, thefollowing suggestionswoul d affect
irrigated agriculture:

e useLEPA attachmentsor center pivots

e monitor soil moisture so that water isapplied
only when needed

» usetillage methodswhich promote soil water
retention

e usecrop typescompatiblewith the climate and
soil type
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e encouragedry landfarming

Over the next three years, wewill continuethe
processof reviewingthevariousalternativesavailable
to usand devel op prioritizations and timetablesfor
implementation.

Whilewe proceed to work ontheimplementation
of the water plan, our group will continue our efforts
in Santa Fe to promote water legislation that will
protect our water supply for future generations. Our
legidlativeissuesfor thiscoming session are:

* Memorial directing basin closure

»  Fundingto continue and expand monitoring
program and devel oping groundwater flow model

» Legidative support of effortsto work with Texas

e Commitment to financial support for legal effort
if necessary

» Grantsfor effluent reuse projects

»  Funding of pilot program for treatment of
produced water

» Fundingfor investigation of deep aquifer
potential
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